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your Local Wildlife Site...

As far back as the late 15th centory, Castlefield and Bowliff Wood appears on estate maps. At that time they were slightly
larger and joined to what is now known as Five Acre Wood and Desborongh Castle. Ower the years the wooded area has
reduced slightly to its current size of 15.4 hectares (38 acres) . However, it still contains many of the spacies
that you wonld axpect to find in an ancient woodland. In recognition of its valoe for biodiversity, this
site was designated a Local Wildlife Site in 2009,

During the 19th century the woodland was managed

enjoy...

commercially and the woodwas used for various purposes

The woodland is on a steep slope and a walk around the

site will inevitably end upwith at least ane climb and
descent but if you don't mind walking some of the site
twice you can still have an enjoyable walk without the
clirmb. The way-mat ked circular walk exploring this site

takes approximately 45 minutes.

The woodland structure was changed markedly in 1990
when the vast majority of the trees within the woodland
came down in high winds. Itis no longer the mature Beech
woodland it once was and is now, after replanting and

re-generation, a mixed deciduous wood with

the occasional mature Beech
that survived the

storm.

inchuding the furniture incdustry, tanning and fire wood. The
site was sold to the council in 1931 on the proviso that it be
used for recreation and it is now managed for the enjoyment

ol peaple while maintaining or improving the biodiversity.

Today, we try to ensure that the footpaths are wide and
sunny, This encourages the growth of woodland flora
inchuding Sweet Woodnlf, Yellow Archangel and Violets.
Trees are also thinned out to improve the growth of the
remaining trees which also increases the amount of light
reaching the woodland floor, making the site a lighter, more
inviting place to visit. We favour trees of good formand try
to leave a variely of species where possible. This should
result in a healthy, mature woodland with a
mixture of species including Ash,
Beech, Oak, Cherry and Hazel.
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The open areas of chalk grassland are also managed to

maintain or improve their diversity, The areas are cut and
raked each year to ensure that coarser grasses don't take
over. This gives the opportunity for the less dominant species
to thrive including Fleld Scabious, Bird's-Foot-Trefail and
Common Rock-rose, This in turn provides a greater variety of
food plants for invertebrates such as butterflies, snails,
grasshoppers and spiders; themselves the food lor creatures
including Slow-worms, Fleld Voles and Song Thrushes,
Ultimately, this approach to woodland management
produces a diverse food web supported by a mosaic of
habitats that can be appreciated
by all.
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